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Background on Lead and Copper Rule

• The original Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) was published by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) in 1991 to control 
lead and copper in drinking water supplies. 

• The City’s water system is regulated by California State Division of 
Drinking Water (DDW) and USEPA. 

• Currently, the City complies with DDW and USEPA regulations by 
sampling at 120 customer tap locations for lead and copper, and 52 
regulatory designated distribution stations. 

• Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR) is an updated set of 
regulations for lead and copper that focuses on customer service lines.

• All public water systems are required to comply with the LCRR starting 
October 16, 2024.
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History of Lead Service Lines in the United States

• Nationally, Lead Service 

Line (LSL) installation 

most common from 

1900 – 1930

• LSLs banned nationally 

in 1986

Lead Pipes Are Widespread and Used in Every State | NRDC
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https://www.nrdc.org/lead-pipes-widespread-used-every-state


LCRR Compliance – Program and Inventory Development
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• Service Line Inventory

• LSL Identification Plan

• Public Education and Outreach

• School Sampling Plan
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LSL Identification Action Plan

• Identify data sources for customer account records

• Characterize service lines based on building type and construction date

• Establish potential date ranges for LSLs or lead cutoff date

• Preliminary estimate of “lead status unknown” service lines

• Propose methods to verify service line materials
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Public Education and Outreach

• LCRR requires provisions to inform the public about their drinking water system and the occurrence 

of LSLs, for example:

• City website

• Water bill inserts

• Townhall meetings

• Email distribution



LSL Inventory Framework

• Identify data sources that should be collated into the 

inventory

• Identify areas with high likelihood to contain lead
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Elementary School and Childcare Sampling Plan

• Develop complete list of elementary schools and childcare 

facilities (prior to October 2024)

• Develop a sampling and implementation plan to meet LCRR 

requirements



LCRR – Still More to Come…  

• Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI)

• To be finalized prior to the October 2024 LCRR deadline

• Impacts to Service Lines

• Compliance Tap Sampling

• Trigger and Action Level
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Questions?
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